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Description: 

Blackites amplus RoTH & HAY, 1967 

Blackites spinosus of Black, 1965, Endeavour, v. 14, n. 93, pp. 134-135, fig. 17. 

FIG. 10 - Blachites amp/us RoTH & HAY, n. sp. Holotype 
IMS-]501-168, 6100X, proximal view, 554' 10" below top of 

hole. Electron micrograph of carbon replica. 

Diagnosis: A species of Blackites with a narrow ring of simple slits. 

Blackites 
amplus 

Description: The shield is composed of two cycles of elements; the outer cycle consists of 
30-36 trapezoidal segments; the inner cycle has 44-48 wedge-shaped segments. The inner 
and outer cycles are joined by about 80 short, narrow struts, separated by slits. The central 
opening is about one fourth the diameter of the coccolith. The sutures of the distal cycle of 
elements are inclined counterclockwise; those of the inner cycle are inclined clockwise peri
pherally, but are sharply angled and inclined counterclockwise over the inner two-thirds of 
their length. 

Diameter of holotype: 6,6 f.L· 

Remarks: 

This species is distinguished from Blackites spinosus {DEFLANDRE & FERT) by the simple con
struction of the struts connecting the inner and outer cycles of the shield. In Blackites spinosus, 
each strut extending out from the inner cycle is received in a secondary slit in the segments of 
the outer cycle. It should be noted that the electron micrograph of Blackites spinosus of Hay 
& Towe (1962b, Pl. 4, Fig. 5), and that attributed to Blackites spinosus by Black (1965, Fig. 17) 

are mirror images of the specimens. 

Type level: 

Oligocene. 

Distribution: Figured from Denmark by Black, this species ranges from the Ellipsolithus sub
distichus Zone to near the top of the Reticulofenestra laevis Zone in JOIDES Core 5. 
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